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CALIFORNIA WESTERN SCHOOL OF LAW 
LAW REVIEW & INTERNATIONAL LAW JOURNAL 

 

FALL 2019 WRITE-ON COMPETITION  
INTRODUCTORY PACKET 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 
 
This write-on competition provides students with the opportunity to secure a position on the California Western 
Law Review and the California Western International Law Journal. No academic credit will be earned for 
participating in the competition. 
 
II. DATES, ELIGIBILITY AND NOTIFICATION 
 
The Fall 2019 write-on competition will begin on Saturday, October 12, 2019, upon release of the Competition 
Packet. The Competition Packet will be available for download from the Law Review website at  
https://www.californiawesternlawreview.org/write-on-comp at 10:00 a.m. 
 
The write-on competition is open to students who have completed their first year of school, have a current GPA 
which places them in the upper 50% of their class, and have at least two trimesters of study remaining prior to 
graduation (not including the current trimester). Students who are not in good academic standing with the school 
cannot participate. Students who have submitted entries in previous write-on competitions but were not selected 
for membership may compete again. 
 
Your entry must be submitted by Saturday, October 26th at 12:00 p.m. Late entries will not be eligible for 
consideration; however, students who wish to hand in their competition entry before the deadline may do so.  
 
All participants will be notified of the competition results by Wednesday, November 6, 2019 at 11:00 p.m..  
 
III. SUBMISSION DIRECTIONS 
 
Three components will make up your submission: (1) the scholarly article; (2) a citation exercise; and (3) a 
personal information sheet. You will submit all materials electronically to ExecDNC@gmail.com. You should 
submit all components as an attachment in a single email. Additional submission requirements will be 
included in the Competition Packet. All entries will be distributed to the graders in a way that preserves your 
anonymity. 
 
Please keep in mind that the deadlines are absolute. Graders will not read any late entries. Accordingly, it is 
probably best not to wait until one minute before the deadline to send your entry. Upon submission, you will 
receive an acknowledgement of receipt reply from the Executive Director of Notes and Comments.  
 
If you have questions about this process, or if you encounter difficulties, feel free to contact Mollie Levy at 
ExecDNC@gmail.com. 
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IV. INSTRUCTIONS FOR WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS 
 
PART 1: Scholarly Article (70% of total competition score) 
 
The majority of your write-on competition entry is the scholarly article. You will be asked to write a scholarly 
article on a specific topic outlined in the Competition Packet (available on Saturday, October 12 at 10:00 a.m.). 
This is a closed-universe competition and you will be provided all of the available resources to complete the 
article. You MAY NOT conduct additional research on the topic. Your article must be at least five (5) pages in 
length but may not exceed fifteen (15) pages. You are required to include at least 20 footnotes, using Bluebook 
format. The article must be double spaced, have 1-inch margins, and be in12-point font. Going over the page 
limit, changing the margins, or employing a smaller font will adversely affect your score. 
 
A scholarly article is a distinctive genre of legal writing, which is vastly different from a legal memorandum. 
You should begin your article with an engaging introduction to catch the reader’s attention. Then, you should 
mimic a background section in which you summarize the issue(s) presented and discuss the appropriate 
background of that issue. You should also include a thesis and clear roadmap outlining the structure of your 
article. Your thesis should be supported by law and properly cited from the sources listed in the topic packet. 
Next, you should write the argument section. We are looking for a thorough discussion and support of your thesis 
in a scholarly writing structure. Integrate the write-on sources with your own ideas to support your thesis. 
Your scholarly article should not merely replicate the arguments presented in an opinion or other source. Rather, 
your article should synthesize and analyze the information from the provided sources. Finally, your article should 
provide a brief conclusion. Remember, we want a scholarly article from you, NOT a legal memorandum. Special 
attention will be paid to your organization, grammar, tone, footnotes, source attribution, and legal analysis.  
 
In order to get a better sense a scholarly article’s distinctive form, the Executive Board highly recommends you 
skim a few case notes/comments in previously published issues of the California Western Law Review or 
California Western International Law Journal. Our most recent issues––Spring 2019––are available upon 
request or at the library. However, you should not feel that for your submission to be chosen it has to reflect the 
quality of a published piece.  
 
PART 2: Citation Exercise (30% of total competition score) 
 
In addition to writing the scholarly article, you are asked to demonstrate your willingness to learn and use The 
Bluebook. As an editor on the Law Review and International Law Journal, you will be expected to familiarize 
yourself with the rules of The Bluebook and if you are unable to cite correctly, or are unwilling to perform 
routine proofing duties, you won’t be considered an asset to journal staff. 
 
For the citation exercise, you will be required to identify the specific Bluebook rules that offer the authority for 
proper citation form. As the directions found in the Competition Packet will make clear, you will be asked to 
provide the Bluebook rules that offer the authority for five (5) of the citations included in your scholarly article. 
The Competition Packet will provide more details on how to complete this exercise. It is worth noting that 
completing this citation exercise may take longer than you expect; please budget your time accordingly. 
 
 
 
 



 3 

PART 3: Personal Information Sheet (not considered in competition score) 
 
The Competition Packet will include a personal information sheet that must be submitted with your entry. This 
information will only be used to ensure you meet the qualification requirements to participate in the competition 
and will not be considered in your total competition score. Further instructions will be included in the 
Competition Packet. 
 
V. PLAGIARISM AND ASSISTANCE 
 
Plagiarism is using or passing off another person’s ideas or words as one’s own without crediting the proper 
source. Any statement appearing in your submission that is not your own complete thought must be 
properly cited.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated. When in doubt, cite it. Please reference the California Western 
School of Law Student Handbook for more information about plagiarism.  
 
The Competition Packet will contain all materials required to write the scholarly article and complete the citation 
exercise. The use of nutshells, hornbooks, casebooks, Lexis and Westlaw (other than to access the listed sources), 
case reporters, and the like, is strictly prohibited. Other than The Bluebook, the provided items are the only 
materials you may consult for this competition and the only ones you may cite in your article.  
 
Additionally, each article and citation exercise must be your own work. No assistance from members of the legal 
community, other law students, or faculty members is permitted. If you have any general questions about the 
competition, please email Mollie Levy at  ExecDNC@gmail.com. We will make every effort to answer general 
questions about the competition, the materials provided, and the citation exercise. We cannot answer 
substantive questions or read rough drafts. 
 
VI. DETERMINATIONS 
 
Every competition entry will be read and evaluated by a Notes and Comments Committee, consisting of six (6) 
3L Executive Editors. The entries will be judged on the level of analysis and quality of writing, including citation 
form. The scores will be averaged to determine your entry’s final grade based on your scholarly article and 
citation. All decisions are final. We will not release your competition entry score; however, we will provide 
feedback upon request. 


