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“We have people coming into the country or trying to
come in—and we’re stopping a lot of them—but we’re
taking people out of the country. You would not believe
how bad these people are. These aren’t people. These
are animals. And we’re taking them out of the country
at a level and at a rate that’s never happened before.
And because of the weak laws, they come in fast, we
get them, we release them, we get them again, we
bring them out. It’s crazy.”

Donald J. Trump, President of the United States of
America, May 2018



 Does MS-13 represent a real national
security threat for the United States?

 Does their presence in U.S. soil justify
extreme border enforcement measures and
drastic changes in immigration law and
policies?

 How much of this problem is driven by
current immigration patterns and policies?



 The present essay analyses the scope, structure,
aims, and modus operandi of MS-13 in the United
States.

 It explores the myths and realities of MS-13 in the
United States and the actual impact of the official
discourse against this gang on U.S. immigration policy.

 The findings presented in this study are grounded in
interviews conducted with law enforcement officers,
practitioners and experts on the subject matter, as
well as in content analysis of social media and other
electronic platforms covering immigration and MS-
13.



This piece is structured as follows.

 The first section connects the notion of “MS-13 as a
national security threat” with debates on U.S. national
security policy and immigration.

 To dismantle myths about the “MS-13 threat” in the
United States, the second section compares and contrasts
the gang model of MS-13 in the United States with the
countries of the Central American Northern Triangle.

 Lastly, the third section explores potential solutions to the
issue of gang violence in the United States, particularly in
the case of MS-13, including preventative models
combined with policing strategies.
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The wall can be, and is, used to as an apparatus
(Agamben, 2009) or simulacrum (Baudrillard,
2006) to convince Americans that they are
secure, whether they are or are not. The border
wall is an outgrowth of the society of the
spectacle – and is a spectacle.
T. Garrett, 2013, p. 33).



 The justification of War

 The U.S. border-security/military-
industrial complex


